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REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  November  i,  1880. 

To  His  Excellency  Luke  P.  Blackburn,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Kentucky : 

Honored  Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instruction  of  the  Board  of  Vis- 
itors of  the  School  for  the  Education  of  the  BHnd,  estabhshed  and 
fostered  by  the  Connmonwealth  of  Kentucky,  I  herewith  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  a  full  Report  of  the  School  from  November,  1879, 
vember,  1880.  The  facts  of  the  Report  are  well  known  to  the  members 
of  the  Board,  because  they  actively  participate  in  everything  that 
concerns  the  School,  and  nothing  can  be  done  without  their  full  con- 
currence. There  has  never  been  a  time  in  the  entire  history  of  the 
School  when  its  affairs,  as  a  school,  were  more  harmonious,  more  useful, 
more  prosperous  than  they  have  been  during  the  past  twelve  months. 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  this  in  its  behalf. 

I  very  respectfully  submit  the  Report,  and  remain. 

With  great  respect,  yours  very  truly, 

T.  S.  BELL,  President 

Of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentticky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blijid : 

Gentlemen:  The  number  of  pupils  who  have  received  instruction 
during  the  past  year  is  seventy-eight.    Their  names  and  residences  are 


as  follows : 

Residences. 

James  Antle,  -       -       -  - 

-  Louisville. 

Charles  Baron,      -        -       _  . 

Louisville. 

J.  William  Baxter,  - 

Greenup  county. 

John  Beckman,    -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

Charles  Bohanon,    -       -  - 

LouisvHle. 

Thomas  H.  Boggs, 

Lewis  county. 

Nannie  P.  Brown,    -       -  - 

Warsaw. 

Almorah  Bryant,          .        .  . 

Jefferson  county.  ^ 

Matthew  Bluett, 

Newport. 

Robert  J.  Caldwell, 

Mayslick. 

Anna  May  Carlisle, 

Plenderson. 

Margaret  Carpenter, 

Princeton. 

Etta  Catlett,     -       -       -  - 

-    Christian  county. 

Wm.  B.  Clark,     -       -        -  - 

Louisville. 

Clarence  Coffin,  ... 

Louisville. 

Neppie  R.  Conway,      .       -  - 

Versailles. 

Edward  Cornell,       -       .  . 

Louisville. 

Stephen  D.  Crab,         .       .  . 

Smithfield. 

Josiah  Cupples, 

-  Falmouth. 

Emma  Curran,     -       .        -  . 

Louisville. 

Benjamin  M.  Day,    -       -  - 

Elizabethtown. 

Cynthia  A.  Deaton,      -       .  . 

Rockcastle  county. 

Frank  B.  Dollins,    -       .  - 

Glasgow. 

Gertrude  Drescher,       -       .  . 

Louisville. 

William  Dunn,  - 

-    Grant  county. 

John  Ernst,  -       -       -       .  - 

Louisville. 

Anna  Fahy,     -       -       _  . 

Pulaski  county. 

Jeannie  Fitzpatrick,      -       -  - 

Hart  county. 
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Jos.  Sidney  Franklin, 

-    Hickman  county. 

Charles  Frederick,        -       .  - 

Louisville. 

John  Gannon,  -       -       -  . 

-  Louisville. 

Sophronia  Gibbons,              -  . 

Albany. 

Lorenz  Hausman,     -       .  . 

-  Newport. 

J.  William  Heiser, 

Newport. 

Edward  Hess,   -       -       -  _ 

Louisville. 

Irene  Hite,    -       -       -  . 

Jefferson  county. 

B,  B.  Hoskins,         -       -  - 

-                   Boyle  county. 

Fanny  Hugel,       -       _       .  . 

Tfimble  county. 

Josie  Kearns,   -       -       .  _ 

-       -       -    Jefferson  county. 

Anna  Belle  Kendall, 

Louisville. 

Mary  Landiss,  -        -       -  . 

Lexington. 

Nora  Liilis,  -        -       -       -  _ 

Frankfort. 

John  Long,  - 

Louisville. 

Jerry  Loyd,  - 

Jefferson  county. 

Michael  McCarthy,  - 

Louisville. 

Thomas  McGavie, 

Louisville. 

Barbara  McKinney, 

-    Crab  Orchard. 

Thomas  Meddis,  -        -       -  . 

Nelson  county. 

Flora  Moore,  -       -       -  - 

-    Whitley  county. 

Elijah  Morgan,     -        -       .  _ 

Woodford  county. 

James  Murray, 

Louisville. 

Daniel  J.  Osteen,  -        -       -  - 

Christian  county. 

Alice  Parsons,  -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

Wm.  Perkins,       .       .       _  . 

Ovvensboro, 

Ollie  Powers,  -       -       -  - 

-  Smithfield. 

Charles  Purdy,       -       -       .  . 

Daviess  county. 

Eva  Riggs,       -       -       -  . 

-  Florence. 

Max  Rushing,      -       .       -  . 

Caldwell  county. 

Joseph  Ryan,  - 

Louisville. 

Georgia  Sale,       •       .       -  . 

Louisville. 

Louis  Schafer, 

Louisville. 

Elise  Selke,  ----- 

Louisville. 

Wm.  Settle,     .       -       -  - 

-    Barren  county. 

Edith  V.  Smith,  -       -       -  - 

Louisville. 

Frank  Smith,  - 

Louisville. 

James  Stephens,  - 

Wayne  county. 

Fred.  Telkamer,       -       -  . 

-  Louisville. 

W.  Butler  Timmons,  - 

Calloway  county. 
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Emile  Trebing,   Louisville. 

Mary  Turpin,   Warsaw. 

Jesse  Vanmeter,   Lexington. 

Joanna  Varble,   Oldham  county. 

Agatha  Weaver,   Lewis  county. 

Nannie  Wems,         -   Louisville. 

Wm.  Whelan,  -   Louisville. 

James  Whitty,   Louisville. 

Joseph  Williams,   Muhlenburg  county.. 

Ola  Wood,      -------  Jefferson  county. 

The  law  requires  an  annual  summary  of  receipts  and  expenses,  and 
an  enumeration  of  the  employes  of  the  Institution,  with  the  wages  paid 
to  each.    These  statements  are  as  follows: 

Balance  on  hand  November  ist,  1879   1 10, 805  51 

Fourth  quarterly  allowance  for  1879   2,376  20 

Yearly  allowance  for  1880  •  9,99000 

First  quarter's  allowance  for  1880   2,377  60 

Second  quarter's  allowance  for  1880   2,342  65 

Third  quarter's  allowance  for  1880   2,203  0° 

Sale  of  horse   38  00 

Receipts  from  workshop   465  75 

Receipts  from  sale  of  refuse   20  55 

Receipts  from  sewing-room   28  40 

^^30,647  66 

Total  warrants  paid   22,578  25 

Balance  on  hand  November  ist,  1880   ^8,069  41 


The  employes  of  the  Institution  consist  of — 

A  superintendent,  B.  B.  Huntoon,  with  a  salary  of  $12^  a.  month. 
A  matron,  Mrs,  Sarah  J.  Huntoon,  with  a  salary  of  $33}^  a  month. 
A  teacher,  Miss  Nina  Griste,  with  a  salary  of  ^^30  a  month. 
A  teacher,  Miss  Josephine  Hill,  with  a  salary  of  ^30  a  month. 
A  teacher,  Miss  Julia  Purnell,  with  a  salary  of  1^30  a  month, 
A  teacher  of  sewing.  Miss  Susan  Satterthwaite,  with  a  salary  of  ;^30 
a  month. 

A  teacher  of  handicraft,  D.  Lasch,  with  a  salary  of  ;^5o  a  month, 
A  teacher  of  music,  George  Zoeller,  with  a  salary  of  $24  a  month. 
A  teacher  of  music,  Mrs.  E.  Y.  Parsons,  with  a  salary  of  $24  a 
month. 
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A  music  reader,  M  iss  Neppie  Conway,  with  a  salary  of  $20  a  month. 
An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Charles  Frederick,  with  a  salary  of  ^40  a 
month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Nannie  P.  Brown,  with  a  salary  of  ^10  a 
month. 

An  assistant  pupil  teacher,  Barbara  McKinney,  with  a  salary  of  ^5  a 
month. 

An  engineer,  Martin  McCabe,  with  a  salary  of  $10  a  month.' 
A  gardener  and  assistant  engineer,  Thos.  Lucas,  with  a  salary  of  ^40 
a  month. 

A  fireman  and  assistant  gardener,  Robert  Lucas,  with  a  salary  of  $20 
a  month. 

A  cook,  Hannah  Murphy,  with  a  salary  of  ;^i8  a  month. 
An  assistant  cook,  Lizzie  Flynn,  with  a  salary  of  ;^I4  a  month. 
A  laundress,  Anne  Cane,  with  a  salary  of  $15  a  month. 
A  laundress,  Mary  Curry,  with  a  salary  of  ^14  a  month. 
A  chambermaid,  Kate  Salmon,  with  a  salary  of  ;^I4  a  month. 
A  chambermaid,  Annie  Kelly,  with  a  salary  of  $14  a  month. 
A  dining-room  girl,  Kate  McGuire,  with  a  salary  of  $14  a  month. 
An  assistant  dining-room  girl,  Nelly  McGuire,  with  a  salary  of  ;$io  a 
month. 

All  of  the  teachers  and  assistant  pupils,  except  the  teacher  of  sewing 
and  handicraft,  and  one  of  the  assistant  pupils,  are  employed  for  but 
ten  months  of  the  year;  the  others  are  employed  for  the  full  year. 

The  course  of  instruction  during  the  past  year  has  not  materially 
differed  from  that  of  the  year  before,  and  has  comprised  reading,  writ- 
ing, arithmetic,  geography,  history,  English  grammar,  elementary  natu- 
ral history,  physiology,  and  physics. 

Special  instruction  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music  has  been  given  to 
all  whose  abilities  seemed  to  show  promise  of  success  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

All  the  girls  have  received  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  needle  ;  and 
all  who  are  large  enough  to  sit  at  a  sewing-machine  have  learned  its 
use.  Twelve  of  the  girls  have  learned  the  use  of  the  knitting-machine, 
and  twenty-one  of  them  can  cut  out  and  make  their  own  garments.  Ten 
of  these  last  are  totally  blind,  as  are  also  nine  that  use  the  knitting- 
machines. 

All  the  boys  that  are  of  proper  age  receive  instruction  in  handicraft 
for  one,  two,  three,  or  more  hours  a  day,  according  to  their  ages.  They 
are  taught  to  make  brooms,  to  cane  chairs,  and  to  practice  simple 
upholstery,  such  as  the  making  and  repairing  of  mattresses  and  lounges. 
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Physical  exercise  holds  an  important  place  in  the  daily  work  of  the 
pupils,  and  for  this  purpose  the  school  is  divided  into  two  sections,  and 
one  hour  and  a  half  is  devoted  daily  to  their  instruction  in  calisthenics. 
The  pupils  are  required  to  take  regular  baths,  and  nothing  is  neglected 
to  secure  their  continued  good  health.  There  has  been  no  case  of 
serious  illness  in  the  school  during  the  year. 

The  teachers  and  all  the  other  employes  of  the  Institution  have  been 
earnest  and  faithful  in  their  labors,  and  the  year  has  been  made  pleasant 
and  profitable  to  all  by  united  and  harmonious  efforts  for  the  welfare  of 
the  Institution. 

A  spirit  of  mutual  forbearance  and  helpfulness  has  characterized  the 
school ;  and  while  we  may  not  claim  that  we  are  entirely  free  from  all 
unfortunate  tendencies,  we  can  report  a  healthy  condition  and  a  promis- 
ing outlook. 

The  charges  made  last  winter  against  the  management  of  the  Institu- 
tion were,  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  investigated  by  a 
joint  committee  from  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State.    Their  report  is  as  follows : 

"  To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Comnionwealth  of  Kentucky  : 

"Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to 
your  joint  resolution  directing  us  to  visit  the  Kentucky  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind  at  Louisville,  and  investigate  certain  charges 
against  that  Institute,  by  one  John  R.  Magoffin  preferred,  we  did,  in  the 
parlor  of  the  Institution,  on  the  28th  and  29th  days  of  January,  1880, 
examine  all  the  witnesses  introduced  in  support  of  the  charges,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Magoffin  himself ;  and  also  all  the  witnesses  introduced  in  behalf 
of  the  Institution,  among  whom  were  the  Superintendent,  the  trustees, 
teachers,  and  some  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution.  The  testimony 
taken  on  both  sides  was  reduced  to  writing.  During  the  examination 
of  the  pupils,  all  the  officers  and  teachers  were  excluded  from  the  room, 
and  each  pupil  assured  that  his  statements  would  be  received  in  the 
strictest  confidence.  We  visited  the  workshops  in  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment, where  work  was  being  done  by  the  pupils,  and  inspected  several 
articles  manufactured  therein,  such  as  mattresses,  chairs,  brooms,  &c. ; 
and  here  we  witnessed  an  interview  between  the  said  John  R.  Magoffin 
and  Dr.  David  Lasch,  wherein  the  former  subjected  the  latter  to  a  rigid 
oral  examination  touching  his  qualifications  as  instructor  in  the  mechan- 
ical department,  and  as  to  the  best  methods  of  manufacturing  mat- 
tresses, &c. ;  and  while  your  committee  believe  that  Dr.  Lasch  is  an 
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efficient  workman  in  the  trades  taught  in  the  mechanical  department, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  said  Lasch  is  more  interested  in  the  profits  of 
the  shop  than  in  imparting  instruction  to  the  pupils  in  his  charge.  Ex- 
cept as  above  indicated,  your  committee  find  that  the  charges  preferred 
by  Mr.  Magoffin  are  not  sustained  by  the  weight  of  the  testimony,  even 
when  considered  in  connection  with  the  ex  parte  affidavits  recently  taken 
and  transmitted  to  us  by  said  Magoffin. 

"  In  conclusion,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  say  that,  after  a  thorough 
examination  and  investigation  of  the  school  and  its  management,  we 
found  the  buildings  and  grounds  in  perfect  order,  the  pupils  comfortably 
provided  for,  their  control  paternal  and  kind,  the  trustees  zealous  and 
efficient,  the  Superintendent  and  Matron  devoted  to  their  charge. 

"All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"James  Blackburn, 
"J.  H.  Wilkinson, 

"  Senate. 
"J.  W.  Dycus, 
"  B.  F.  Reynolds, 
"George  D.  Ewing, 
"  House  of  Representatives 

While  the  management  of  no  Institution  may  be  above  criticism,  still 
the  managers  are  responsible  for  its  efficiency  ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  are  always  ready  and  anxious  for 
the  closest  scrutiny.  Their  labors  are  onerous;  their  responsibilities 
are  great ;  they  serve  without  pay  and  emolument,  and  their  only  inter- 
est is  to  have  the  institution  under  their  charge  well  managed. 

The  Institution  is  doing  good  work,  as  any  one  who  visits  it  will 
acknowledge.  That  it  may  continue  to  do  better  is  the  earnest  desire  of 
every  one  connected  with  it. 

The  past  year  was  made  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  Institution 
by  the  meeting  here  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind.  Representatives  were  present  from  twenty-five  Institutions,  who, 
during  the  three  days'  session,  were  the  guests  of  the  Kentucky  Insti- 
tution. The  occasion  was  one  of  great  interest,  and  the  result  of  the 
meeting  was  of  practical  importance.  Papers  full  of  suggestion  were 
read,  discussions  of  practical  questions  in  the  education  of  the  bhnd 
were  held,  and  new  apparatus  for  their  education  exhibited.  Plans 
were  perfected  for  the  increase  of  books  to  be  printed  for  the  blind,  and 
for  the  selection  of  these  books  by  the  action  of  all  the  schools  for  the 
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blind  in  the  country.  The  hearty  co-operation  of  all  was  secured,  and 
the  work  that  our  State  has  done  was  cordially  approved  and  indorsed. 

The  school  in  point  of  numbers  is  not  what  we  all  wish  it  to  be. 
Sixty-seven  pupils  are  now  present,  which  is  five  more  than  were  pres- 
ent at  this  time  last  year;  but  there  are  many  more  blind  children  in 
the  State  who  should  be  receiving  the  benefits  the  State  has  provided 
for  them. 

Our  list  of  pupils  show  thirty  as  coming  from  the  city  of  Louisville. 
This  would  show  one  blind  child  in  4,300  of  the  population,  and,  esti- 
mating the  population  of  the  State  at  1,600,000,  would  show  the  total 
number  of  blind  children  in  the  whole  State  of  proper  age  for  instruc- 
tion to  be  400.  Our  present  building  could  accommodate  100  pupils, 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  not  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

There  is  a  natural  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  parents  to  send  their 
blind  children  away  from  home;  but  it  is  surely  a  mistaken  kindness  to 
condemn  a  blind  child  to  the  additional  darkness  of  ignorance  when  the 
State  has  made  every  provision  to  secure  its  education. 

Renewed  efforts  will  be  made  to  inform  blind  children  concerning 
the  school;  and  every  person  who  reads  this  report,  and  knows  of  any 
blind  child  growing  up  in  ignorance,  will  be  doing  a  humane  act  in 
sending  the  name  and  address  of  such  child  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

The  work  of  educating  the  blind  is  one  that  commends  itself  to  every 
thoughtful  person,  and  is  a  necessary  outcome  of  Christian  civilization. 
That  this  work  has  been  carried  out  to  perfection,  in  its  many  details, 
in  the  Kentucky  Institution,  may  not  be  asserted.  That  there  have 
been  misfortunes,  disappointments,  and  mistakes,  you  are  well  aware. 
Your  forbearance,  your  sympathy,  your  support,  your  wise  counsel,  and 
your  practical  judgment  have  never  failed  the  Institution  in  its  time  of 
need.  For  these,  and  for  numberless  other  mercies  vouchsafed  us  by 
the  loving  kindness  of  the  Almighty  Father,  our  hearts  may  well  be 
filled  with  gratitude;  and  while  weaknesses  and  imperfections  have  pre- 
vented our  attaining  the  heights  we  have  aspired  to,  still  for  what  we 
have  already  accomplished  we  may  thank  God,  and  take  courage  for 
the  overcoming  of  future  difficulties. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  B.  HUNTOON,  Superintendent. 
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REPORT  OF   THE  COMMITTEE  ON   BUILDING  AND 

SUPPLIES. 


To  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  during 
the  past  year  they  have  supervised  as  usual  the  purchase  of  supplies  for 
the  Institution,  and  have  regularly  transmitted  a  monthly  statement  of 
their  accounts  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  summary  of 
these  statements  is  herewith  appended. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  H.  COCHRAN.  Ch'n, 
THOS.  L.  JEFFERSON, 
JOHN  A.  CARTER. 
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